[Early stomach cancer. Do not miss it!].
It may be better to use the term of "superficial carcinoma" than "early gastric carcinoma". Out of 194 patients operated on for gastric carcinoma, 37 had a superficial carcinoma (19%). Seventeen had previously been treated for duodenal (n = 10) or gastric (n = 7) ulcer. Out of 23 barium meal examinations, 3 were normal. The macroscopic appearance at endoscopic examination was normal in 4 patients. In these cases the carcinoma was identified in biopsies. At laparotomy the gastric wall was normal in 16 patients. Gastric resection was subtotal (n = 28), total (n = 6), or partial (n = 1). The tumor was multifocal in 8 cases, and associated with intestinal metaplasia in 24 cases. The five-year actuarial survival rate was 77%. It is important to do not miss superficial carcinoma even in patient treated for peptic ulcer, and to perform biopsies even if endoscopic examination is normal. A subtotal gastrectomy may be performed with excellent results.